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Vision 
A safe and supportive 

community, where 

opportunity exists for 

all families to achieve 

stable housing and 

self�sufÀciency.

Mission
Bringing our community 

together to partner 

with homeless families 

by providing affordable 

housing, empowering 

them with practical case 

management and hope.

LEAVE A LEGACY
Contact KITH about how to bridge
 the gap for the homeless through 

the next generation.

Preserving a Haven and Hope for Homeless Families

SPRING 2014

Battling cancer and unable to work, Margaret* 
had two kids in college and one in high school. 
Her insurance wouldn’t cover the mounting 
medical bills, her employer was no longer able to 
a!ord to keep her on the payroll, and her credit 
was stretched past its limits. With no support 
system of family and friends to fall back on, 
Margaret’s family was one of the 4,000 homeless 
families in King County on the wait list for 
emergency housing. Until she came to KITH. 

"rough our 2013 merger with Housing at the Crossroads 
(HAC), KITH acquired a duplex in Bellevue. "is property 
we lovingly call Windermere House was given to HAC by 
the Windermere Foundation. After housing families like 
Margaret’s, and with much “loving use” by families 
over the past 15 years, it needed updating.

Generous support from KITH friends, and 
grants from Bellevue Breakfast Rotary Club, 
Norman Archibald Foundation, Rotary Club 
of Kirkland Downtown, and Rotary District 
5030, made it possible to complete renovations. 
After both sides of the duplex were vacated by 
clients graduating from KITH’s program, 
KITH’s Board member Bob Riley 
worked with Volunteer Coordinator Ned 
Kurabi, contractors and several wonderful 
volunteer groups to replace kitchen #ooring, 
countertops, cabinets and appliances, update 
lighting, replace worn carpeting and update 
the bathrooms with water-saving $xtures.

KITH’s Windermere House will o!er a 
haven and hope for families like Margaret’s 
for decades to come, transforming lives  
of homeless families and strengthening  
our community.

*pseudonym

Thanks to the following businesses and 
volunteers for supporting this project:

Isaac Cormier
RMR Contracting – appliances & range hoods
Tenhulzen Construction – installed range hoods
Tom Ryan Floors – stairway carpet
Bellevue Breakfast Rotary Club Volunteers
Bellevue Presbyterian Church Team:   
Ron Bailey, Tom Wilkinson, Jerry Henry, Tyrone Mortensen, 
Dave Brasher
Rotary Club of Kirkland Downtown:  
Chris and Desirae Ballard, Bill Fores, Wayne Ottum,  
Dave Riffe, Tom Ryan, Denni Shefrin
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KITH Volunteer Opportunities 

Welcome

Spring and summer bring sun and new ways to help KITH in its work 
to help families transition from homelessness to self�sufÀciency.

�  Property Maintenance – join a crew to help spruce up the 
grounds or help clean an apartment for a new family.

�  Moving Team – on call opportunity to help move donated 
furniture to an apartment for a new family (truck needed).

�  Administrative – do you like to work in an ofÀce and be part 
of a team? Consider volunteering 10 hours a week as a part-time 
receptionist, part-time volunteer coordinator, or just a few hours 
as needed on KITH’s mailing team (July annual report mailing), 
hand writing thank you notes, or doing administrative�ofÀce work.

�  Development – keep your skills sharp with a grant writing, 
research, or social media internship.

�  25th Anniversary Celebration, October 4, 2014 at Mercer 
Island Community & Events Center – decorating committee,  
set up, event committee, various roles.

For the above opportunities, email: volunteer@kithcares.org

�  EvergreenHealth 7 Hills of Kirkland, Memorial Day, May 26 – 
Help with baking/food prep on 5/25 from 1-5 PM at Holy Family 
Parish’s kitchen or on the day of the event with food stops,  
route/course volunteers, check in, and clean up.  
Email info@7hillskirkland.org to volunteer.

 

Hello! I’m Michelle Young, the new 
Marketing Intern for KITH. I am 
excited to hit the ground running 
on documenting the history of KITH and HAC and 
creating the video timeline for the 25th Anniversary 
Celebration this October. Please send me any photos 
or names of people from KITH’s history with their 
contact information to KITH@kithcares.org.

Everyday Hero AwardNew 2014 KITH Board Members!

Denise Espeland
Mortgage Consultant, HomeStreet Bank

A long-time friend of KITH, Denise has been persistent 
in $nding ways to help KITH families, whether through 
the Holiday Adopt-a-Family program, recruiting event 
sponsors, or by heading up a Board Task Force. Denise has 
over thirty years in the mortgage business, including 20 
years in operations and being an underwriter. She’s also very 
creative in $nding the right loan programs for her clients. 
HomeStreet Bank was the Presenting Sponsor of KITH’s 
2013 Autumn Event and is a Platinum Sponsor of the  
2014 EvergreenHealth 7 Hills of Kirkland “Cycling to  
End Homelessness” Bike Ride event coming up this 
Memorial Day.

Kelly Lawrence 
President and Managing Partner,  
Chaffey Building Group

Kelly came to KITH after learning about our work from a 
current Board Member. Kelly brings a wealth of experience 
and knowledge which will bene$t KITH as we move into 
our next 25 years. He has partnered with a longtime leader 
in the Seattle homebuilding market, Herb Cha!ey, in the 
creation of the Cha!ey Building Group to help identify, 
develop and build primarily residential properties in the 
Greater Puget Sound area of Western Washington.

Steve Moller 
Sales Manager, UMAX Mortgage
A Seattle native, Steve $rst joined KITH as a volunteer on 

various maintenance projects. He is the sales manager for a 
$nance and mortgage company based in Kirkland, migrating 
from a background in contract electronics manufacturing, 
and as a manufacturer’s representative for electronic 
component companies. An outdoor enthusiast, Steve loves 
skiing, golf, tennis, and steelhead $shing. He’s also been  
a huge help recruiting wineries and pouring wines for 
KITH’s Autumn Event fundraisers.

Congratulations to Mark Tillman for recently 
receiving the EVERYDAY HERO Award from 
The Kiwanis Club of Kirkland, recognizing individuals who go 
above and beyond in helping make our community a better 
place for everyone. Since 2008, Mark has been a key volunteer 
for KITH’s weekly Community Supper program. His dedication 
and leadership brings the community together to provide 
nourishing food, friendships, and joy to people who need it 
most. Mark Tillman is truly an Everyday Hero! Thank you, Mark.

Mark Tillman Receives  
Kiwanis Club of Kirkland’s

Volunteer Voice
MICHELLE YOUNG

A BIG THANK YOU to all who supported 
KITH on May 6.  The Seattle Foundation 
matched all gifts up to $5000 with a partial 
match.  An anonymous friend of KITH also 
offered to double the stretch. 

Follow us on Twitter or Facebook 
for the GiveBig total. 
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Friends of KITH Raise Over 
$73,000 at Annual Luncheon

“It was heart wrenching to see my child cry and ask,  
‘can’t we just get a place of our own?’”

On March 14 at the 5th Annual Fighting Homelessness 
Luncheon to bene$t KITH, Suzette shared what it’s like to 
face a crisis that leads to homelessness. Life took a turn for the 
better when they found KITH’s transitional housing program. 
“When we moved in, I had no money, no car, and no job,” 
Suzette said. Suzette worked with her case manager Cathy 
Chovan on interim goals including getting trained and starting 
work as a CNA. Her son, Antonio, is also meeting goals. “My 
son runs track and $eld and won a national title at the age 
of 10! "is year with the sponsorship of KITH donors, he is 
joining a team through USA Track & Field. Last year he won 
$rst place in his event at state and placed regionally. He’s a 
winner and I believe in him! Having KITH and you all believe 
in us makes a di!erence. Soon we will have a place of our 
own…I can’t thank you enough!”

Our thanks to you, 187 guests and many more volunteers 
who gathered at "e Westin Bellevue and exceeded our 
goal, raising over $73,000 to fund KITH programs, helping 

Jennifer Barron, KITH

Scott Becker, Opus Bank

Krueger Beck, PLLC

James Carney, Bellevue Breakfast      

    Rotary Club

Doug Cooley, State Street Writing

Davidson & Kilpatric, PLLC

Michael DeDonato, Realogics        

    Sotheby’s International Realty

Denise Espeland, HomeStreet Bank

Ford - Hyundai of Kirkland

Bill Fores, RE/MAX by the Lake

Joie Goodwin

KIN (Kirkland Interfaith Network)

Claudia Ollestad, Chicago Title

Ron & Masami Olsen

Christine Rose, KITH

Lynn Sanborn, Realogics 

    Sotheby’s International Realty
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homeless families gain self-su%ciency and stable housing. 
"anks to our Emcee KOMOTV4 Investigative Reporter  
Je! Burnside, to our Honorary Luncheon Chair, King County 
Council Vice Chair Jane Hague, and to our Keynote Speaker 
Anna Mickelson Cummins, who inspired us all with her 
Olympic Gold win, reminding us that teams working together 
with the support they need can achieve great things. "anks 
also to Joan McBride and our Angels who contributed to the 
$27,000 Bill Petter Angel Matching Fund, for challenging 
guests to give generously. Congratulations to Holmberg 
Company, winner of the 2014 Bill Petter Homeless Housing 
Advocate Award for exceptional investment of time, talent 
and treasure towards KITH’s work helping homeless families. 
"anks to Presenting sponsors FIX AUTO Bellevue and Len’s 
Automotive, Supporting Sponsor "e Westin Bellevue, and to 
our Table Captains:
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Platinum ($10,000+)

Thanks to our 2014 KITH Supporters!

Gold ($5,000+)

Silver ($2,500+) 

Bank of America Foundation 
Bellevue Presbyterian Church

Building Changes
City of Kirkland

Paul Glaser Foundation 
RealNetworks Foundation

The Terry and Jane Petter Foundation 
Windermere Foundation

City of Bellevue
Holy Family Parish
Saint Louise Parish 

Holy Spirit Lutheran Church
Eastside Community Aid Foundation

DISTRICT 6 - JANE HAGUE



125 State Street South 
Kirkland, WA 98033

425.576.9531  
FAX 425.576.5742 

www.KITHcares.org

KITH LEADERSHIP 
Jennifer Barron, 

Executive Director 
Ken Davidson, President, 

Board of Directors

www.KITHcares.org
SPRING 2014

www.facebook.com/pages/
KITH/319291434815082

Follow us on twitter @KITHcares

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF KITH’S SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY, 
A LOOK FORWARD TO A NEW ERA & A NEW NAME FOR KITH!

Limited seating. Online registration begins July 1 at www.kithcares.org.
Table Sponsors & Table Captains sign-up opens June 2. 
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5�������� 3M     �    MHUFHU IVODQG EYHQWV CHQWHU

FHDWXULQJ TDVWLQJV RI DHOLFLRXV LRFDO WLQHV, DLQQHU, LLYH EQWHUWDLQPHQW DQG MRUH


