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A “New Lease on Life”
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On Tuesday September 4, KITH Sta! received keys to a condo 
purchased by friends of KITH as an investment. KITH is leasing 
the "rst of what we hope will be many “New Lease on Life” 
condos that will increase available housing for families.

No one could have predicted that just two days later, about 
noon, a kitchen "re would catch and spread quickly at Salisbury 
Court, making four apartments uninhabitable. #e "re was 
detected quickly and residents evacuated the building safely 
with no injuries. KITH deeply appreciates each "re"ghter and 
emergency responder who worked rapidly to put out the "re, 
containing it to one of the three buildings in the complex. #e 
a!ected apartments are currently being renovated. Luckily, one 
of the displaced families was able to move to another Salisbury 
Court apartment, one resident relocated out of the area to be near 
family, and one moved in with her daughter. #e fourth family to 
lose their apartment because of the "re was able to move the same 
day into the “New Lease on Life” condo. 

When Mequilia’s case manager called her at work to notify 
her of the apartment "re, she took the bus home and arrived 
at Salisbury Court before her daughters Da’Mea (age 12) and 
Sha’Mea (age 9) got home from school. #e shock of losing 
their home was bu!ered by the immediate move to a lovely new 
home, just blocks away. Because of the quick help of friends 
and neighbors, the family’s belongings su!ered minimal smoke 
damage. KITH sta! and friends helped Mequilia move the 
family’s furniture to the new condo, along with clothes and 
personal items belonging to the girls. Mequilia and her daughters 
are deeply grateful for their “new lease on life.” Mom and  
girls attend school full-time and are working hard to achieve  
their goals.

#e condo is one of three innovative housing solutions  
KITH friends are able to provide to increase available housing  
for homeless families. Contact Jennifer Barron for details, 
jenniferb@kithcares.org. Your gift is welcome to help KITH  
keep homeless families safely housed.
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Thanks to our 2012 KITH Supporters!
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Welcome New KITH Staff!
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KITH’s Board would like to introduce you to  
Jennifer Barron, KITH’s new Executive Director.

Jennifer previously worked as the Washington State 
Deputy Director for the Youth Suicide Prevention Program. 
She provided suicide education prevention strategies to 
communities along with implementing the expansion of YSPP 
services in underserved regions of the state. She contracted with and managed the Field Coordinators 
while providing suicide training and consultation. Jennifer comes to KITH with over 20 years of 
experience working with at-risk families and developing case management plans to empower them to be 
successful. Jennifer’s experience will help KITH continue to broaden and strengthen KITH’s ability to 
meet the needs of homeless families with children on the Eastside.

Jennifer brings energy, commitment and a desire to help people in need. 
She looks forward to upholding KITH’s vision to assist individuals and 
families on the Eastside who are facing a homelessness crisis by providing 
housing and services to help them become stable and self-su$cient.
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KITH’s Executive Director and fearless leader from March 2008 until 
October 10, 2012, Jan has a huge heart for people in need and amazing 
compassion for homeless families. She dedicated her remarkable career to helping them have a safe place 
to live and e!ective programs to assist them on their journeys out of homelessness. Jan has too many 
recognitions to list. Jan has two sons and one active grandson. She and her husband Gary have retired 
and moved out of state, where she will undoubtedly volunteer at a wonderful organization like KITH. 
#anks Jan & Gary, for all the energy you’ve spent in service to help homeless and at-risk families! 
Congratulations and best wishes to you!
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On October 7 at KITH’s 10th Annual Autumn event, 
“Creating Abundance,” friends raised nearly $68,000 to help 
homeless and at-risk families make positive life changes.

#anks to KITH client, Nacole, for sharing her story: “I came 
to WA on a hope, wing and a prayer along with my two year old twin 
daughters and only one suitcase between the three of us. I wanted  
my girls to have a safe home where I could raise them with the love  
they deserve.”

In addition to meeting her family’s needs for housing and 
practical support, KITH provided case management which 
helped Nacole to set and meet goals including attending college 
and managing her "nances. “You and KITH have changed our lives 
for the better,” Nacole said. “!ank you!”

Congratulations to Mark Tillman who was recognized as 
KITH’s 2012 Volunteer of the Year!

#anks to the Autumn Event Committee: Darcie Cailao, 
Chair; George Cluett & Lynn Sanborn Cluett, Joie Goodwin, 
Dan & Susan Japhet, Sabrina Matson, Pam Miller, Steve Moller, 
Ron Olsen, Christine Rose and to 30+ volunteers who helped 
make this event a success!

THANKS TO: Emcee King County Councilwoman 
Jane Hague; major sponsors Ford Hyundai of Kirkland and 
Colormasters NW, LLC; all our Angels who contributed to the 
$32,700 Bill Petter Matching Fund; and Table Captains: Scott 
Becker, Jeannette Betton, Darcie Cailao, George Cluett and 
Lynn Sanborn-Cluett, Jan Dickerman, Denise Espeland, Bill 
Fores, Joie Goodwin, Mary Lue & Gary Gutow, Dick & Cathy 
Klug, Ron & Masami Olsen, Christine Rose, Redith Ross, Bill 
Vadino, and Jim & Amy Walen. #anks to classical guitarist 
Andre Feriante for world-class music, and 26 local chefs and 
wineries for amazing food and beverages! Please visit 
www.kithcares.org and support these generous businesses.

From September 29 through October 14, thirty companies contributed time, talent and 
resources to renovate apartments for families living in KITH’s Salisbury Court Building C.  
#e value of the project is estimated to be over $85,000 in time and materials. Bank of America 
presented a $10,000 check to KITH in support of this Master Builders Care Foundation project.

Residents are elated and KITH sta! are extremely grateful to the Master Builders Care 
Foundation, its HomeAid program, members of the Master Builders Association of King and 
Snohomish Counties, and Murray Franklyn and all their partners contributing to this project.
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“ You and KITH 
have changed our 

lives for the better.” 



����6WDWH�6WUHHW�6RXWK�
.LUNODQG��:$������

�������������[������
)$;��������������

ZZZ�.,7+FDUHV�RUJ

.,7+�/($'(56+,3
-HQQLIHU�%DUURQ��

([HFXWLYH�'LUHFWRU�
5RQ�2OVHQ��3UHVLGHQW�
%RDUG�RI�'LUHFWRUV

ZZZ�.,7+FDUHV�RUJ

�

)$//�����

[[[�JEGIFSSO�GSQ�TEKIW�
/-8,����������������

*SPPS[�YW�SR�X[MXXIV�$/-8,GEVIW

Save the dateUnited in Service %RRSYRGMRK�3YV�1IVKIV�
#e Board of Directors of the Eastside 

nonpro"t transitional housing agency Housing at 
the Crossroads (HAC), after evaluating various 
alternatives, voted at their August Board meeting 
to undertake a merger with KITH. On August 22, 
2012, the Board of Directors of KITH, through 
a motion at its regular Board meeting, agreed 
to merge with HAC, where KITH will be the 
continuing nonpro"t corporation. #ree HAC 
Board members have joined KITH’s Board: Doug 
Cooley, Bob Riley, and Terry Schulze.

Currently HAC is in process of transferring 
ownership of its three transitional housing 
properties to KITH: a six-unit property 
in Bellevue, a four-unit property located in 
Kirkland, and the Windermere House, a duplex 
located in Bellevue. At the completion of the 
merger, KITH will own 32 units of housing and 
contract with Bellevue’s First United Methodist 
Church for services for an additional shelter 
apartment. KITH is also serving an additional 
family in a Welcome Home apartment (see page 1). 
KITH has provided case management services 
since 2004 to families in HAC properties, and will 

continue to provide service to all current HAC 
clients without interruption.

KITH was selected “because the agency most 
closely aligned with HAC’s mission and has 
a highly successful track record managing its 
programs,” according to Doug Cooley, HAC  
Board President. #e newly merged agency 
expects to see increased e$ciencies by combining 
operations.
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