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Mission 
A safe and supportive 

community, where 

opportunity exists for 

all families to achieve 

stable housing and 

self�sufÀciency.

Vision
Bringing our community 

together to partner 

with homeless families 

by providing affordable 

housing and empowering 

them with practical case 

management and hope.

LEAVE A LEGACY
Contact KITH about how to bridge
 the gap for the homeless through 

the next generation.

Sarah’s Story: Building a New Life
In 2006, I was a homeowner, a graduate student, a wife, someone with credit and a family 

support system. By the end of 2010, we had sold our home in a short sale, my marriage had 
ended, I’d declared bankruptcy, and when my mother got a serious diagnosis, I no longer had  
the family support system I needed to continue in my graduate program.

At that point, we became homeless. We stayed with my mom in her one bedroom apartment 
for a few weeks at a time, and stayed in our good friends’ basement for a few months. We had to 
give up our dog Annie. Leaving my graduate program left me without a compass. I felt crippled 
by anxiety and grief over what I’d lost, including a future that felt suddenly forever out of reach.

I’d send out resumes for work in human services, nonpro!ts, law !rms and hear crickets.  
My work history was mostly in another city and six years old. I ended up with minimum wage 
work in fundraising and magazine subscription sales.

"en, right in the nick of time at the end of August 2011, one of the many dozens of 
transitional housing programs and shelters I’d called actually called me back. KITH Case 
Manager Vicki Todd interviewed us for a place to stay. And KITH said “yes.” 

At KITH we found a spacious two bedroom apartment in a caringly maintained older building. 
On a daily basis, Vicki connected me with dozens of agencies, providing the resources we needed 
to build up our foundation again. Food. Clothes. Furniture. School supplies. Christmas gifts. Career 
counseling. A KITH board member came by to mow the lawn and even helped me move boxes.

But the best resource Vicki and KITH provided to us was doing so much to restore my dignity 
by giving us a safe haven while we built a new life. Vicki is a wonderful listener and helped 
me navigate this new life at a time when my family life was in shambles. She saw me embrace 
a total career change when I did the Farestart culinary arts and work readiness program, and 
I’ve been cooking professionally since summer 2012. I absolutely love it. Vicki’s support and 
encouragement at a really vulnerable time gave me the strength to embrace a new identity, and 
words can’t say how deeply I appreciate her.

"is April 2013, after a year and a half in KITH housing, I signed a lease on an apartment of 
our own in north Seattle. My daughter and I love our new home and she’s doing well in school.  
Family relationships are better too.

"ank you for supporting KITH’s work in the community. It means so much to know someone 
is reaching out to keep their neighbors from sliding into oblivion. My experience with KITH 
showed me the power and signi!cance of being that good neighbor. "ank you all…for caring.
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HELP KITH 
GET READY!

Join one of the committees planning 2014 Events:

�  )ighting Homelessness Luncheon Committee ²  
Meets 1st Thursdays, 7-8:00 PM starting November 7

�  � Hills of KirNland Committee ²  
Meets 3rd Thursdays, 7-8:00 PM

�  KITH 2�th Anniversary Celebration�Autumn Event Committee ²  
Meets 2nd Mondays, 5:30 PM starting January 13

$ll committees meet at KITH·s ofÀce ² ��� 6tate 6treet 6� KirNland

Director
Letter from the

Jennifer Barron 
Executive Director
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Eastside Community Aid Foundation $5,000
George Lucas Family Foundation
     in Memory of Marilyn Mills $10,000
Kirkland Interfaith Network (KIN) $500
Marguerite Casey Foundation $300
Pepsico Foundation $500
RealNetworks Foundation $10,000
The Giving Chicks (and Roosters) $1,065
The Westerlies $2,000
Thurston Charitable Foundation $1,000

Foundation and Community 
Organizations Supporting 
KITH with recent GRANTS

Ύ^ŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚ�ŝŶͲŬŝŶĚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�

Platinum ($10,000+)

McAusland Family Foundation 
The Westin Bellevue*

Thanks to our 2013 KITH Supporters!

Gold ($5,000+)

Silver ($2,500+) 

Building Changes
City of Kirkland 

RealNetworks Foundation
The Seattle Foundation

The Terry and Jane Petter Foundation 
The Windermere Foundation

Bellevue Presbyterian Church
Holy Spirit Lutheran Church

Northwest Children’s Fund
Marsh Family Foundation

City of Bellevue
LionÀsh Creative*

As I looN out my ofÀce window and see the leaves falling from the trees I can’t believe an entire 
year has passed since I became part of the KITH family. 

With your help, we were able to reach out to many families in need. It has been exciting to 
witness the merger of Housing at the Crossroads �HAC� with KirNland Interfaith Transitions in 
Housing �KITH�� so many good things happening for homeless families. I’ve come to Nnow Àrsthand 
the excellent worN HAC has accomplished for homeless families, giving them hope and a new start. 
It is with conÀdence that KITH will continue this worN with their ongoing support.

Our 11th annual Autumn Event was spectacular, with board members and co-chairs Darcie Cailao 
and Lynn Sanborn Cluett creating dreams of a brighter future by engaging the community to raise 
over $92,000. A lovely moonlit night with a view of LaNe Washington, wine, delicious food, marvelous 
support and fun with friends who came together for a noble cause ² helping homeless families.

Now we enter into the most festive giving time of the year, one in which this community has 
proven its ability to care for our less fortunate brothers and sisters. Last year through KITH  
you helped more than 2�� individuals with holiday meals, gifts and good cheer.  With your help  
we will continue to share holiday Moy and meet the needs of homeless and at-risN families.  
Visit http���Nithcares.org�news�news.htm to learn about 0ary and Isabella, Must one of the many 
families who will be served through KITH’s Holiday Programs.

ThanNs for helping KITH and allowing homeless families to Ànd a place to hang their hat and  
begin worNing on a brighter future.

We are truly thanNful.

INVEST IN KITH
Create a legacy of hope for homeless families 
in King County. Please contact Christine Rose, 

Development Director (425-576-9531 x 104), for 
information about giving gifts of stock, making socially 

conscious investment in properties, or securing the 
future for homeless families with children

 through planned gifts or estate gifts.



DREAMING OF A BRIGHTER FUTURE
Thanks friends, sponsors, donors, guests, and volunteers! 

"e 11th Annual Autumn Event “Dreaming of a Brighter Future,” 
at the Mercer Island Events Center, presented by HomeStreet 
Bank and supported by Ford-Hyundai of Kirkland and NYTEC 
surpassed all goals, raising over $92,000 to fund KITH programs 
which allow homeless families in East King County to dream of a 
brighter future. "anks to the Autumn Event Committee: Darcie 
Cailao and Lynn Sanborn Cluett, Co-Chairs; Kelly Baerwaldt, 
George Cluett, Denise Espeland, Dan Golding, Loma Gregg,  
Susan Japhet, Rose Johnson, Paul McFadden, Pamela Miller,  
Amy Moe, Steve Moller,  Alesia Regan Hughes, Jennifer Reif,  
Lucas Reif, Christine Rose, David and Kat Whitely. And many 
thanks to all the 50+ volunteers who made this event special.

"anks also to the wonderful restaurants, chefs, wineries and 
other companies which provided amazing tastes for a sellout crowd: 
àMaurice Cellars, Antonina’s, Cadaretta, Cascade Water,  
Chef Tim Davis, Dry Soda, Duke’s, Dunham, Elevation, Gard,  
Great Harvest Bread, J&A’s, jBentley Reed - Personal Chef,  
JM Cellars, Lucia, Lynn’s Bistro, Mary White-Cornell, Matthews, 
Metropolitan Market, Novelty Hill - Januik Winery, OS Winery, 
Outrageous O!erings, Pinkabella Cupcakes, Purple Cafe and 
Wine Bar, Sense of Place Catering, Social Sugars, Tres Hermanos 
Restaurant, 21 Acres, Two Beers, and Woodinville Winery.

We are also grateful to Emcee KOMO TV4’s Elisa Ja!e and 
Auctioneer Patrick O’Brien for the energy and encouragement  
they gave to bidders, to Andre Feriante for his beautiful classical 
guitar music, and to all our KITH Angels who contributed  
$25,200 to the Bill Petter Angel Matching Fund, which incited 
riotous giving during the “Fund-A-Need” part of the program. "ank 
you to all our Table Captains for helping sell out this event:  Jennifer 
Barron, Jeanette Betton, Darcie Cailao, George Cluett & Lynn 
Sanborn Cluett, Ken Davidson, Ford-Hyundai of Kirkland (Chris 
Busik & Christina Segovia), Bill Fores, HomeStreet Bank (Denise 
Espeland & Dan Golden), Dean & Stacy Jones, Dick Klug, NYTEC 
(Rich Lerz), Claudia Ollestad, Alesia Regan Hughes, Jennifer Reif, 
Bob Riley, Christine Rose, Redith Ross.

During the program, a recent graduate of KITH’s program, Sarah, 
shared about her journey from homelessness to self-su$ciency  
(see Sarah’s Story on page 1). With KITH’s help, Sarah was able to 
embark on a new career as a chef to support herself and her daughter. 
Because of the support of our amazing community at this event, 
many more families like Sarah’s will get the hand up they need to 
move out of homelessness, ful!lling their dreams of a brighter future.
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Thanks to the following 
business which invites 

KITH friends to extend
 the celebration:

Jeanette Betton, owner of DYNAMIC DESIGNS 
JEWELRY, invites you to bring in this newsletter* and she will give 
]SY�E�����+MJX�'IVXM½GEXI�[LMGL�GER�FI�ETTPMIH�XS[EVHW�ER]�WIVZMGI��
NI[IPV]��SV�GYWXSQ�HIWMKR��www.DynamicDesignsJewelry.com

*Print this page if you have an electronic copy.



125 State Street South 
Kirkland, WA 98033

425.576.9531  
FAX 425.576.5742 

www.KITHcares.org

KITH LEADERSHIP 
Jennifer Barron, 

Executive Director 
Ken Davidson, President, 

Board of Directors

www.KITHcares.org 
FALL 2013

www.facebook.com/pages/
KITH/319291434815082

Follow us on twitter @KITHcares
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Kicks off the Holiday giving season.

Register beginning -anuary 1.  To maNe 
your ride have an exponential impact, start 
your personal fundraising page today! Visit 
www.�hillsNirNland.org for details. To Moin the 
team that maNes this event fantastic, contact 
%ill )ores� ���� � Hills of KirNland Committee 
Chair at info#�hillsNirNland.org.

Here are a few easy ways to make your holiday 
giving count for homeless families:
 
�  VISIT KITH’S TABLE AT THE KIN ALTERNATIVE 

GIFT FAIR ² Holy )amily Parish ��04� - 120th Ave NE 
in KirNland�, November 9, 10:00 AM-4:00 PM and 
November 10, Noon-2:00 PM.

���VISIT WWW.KITHCARES.ORG/HOLIDAY to give 
meaningful �tax-deductible� holiday gifts that maNe a  
difference for homeless families.

�  REGISTER WITH eScrip at http���www.escrip.com and 
KITH gets a percentage of your purchases at Bartell’s, Safeway, 
and many other retail merchants. 

�  REMEMBER KITH IN YOUR COMPANY’S 
WORKPLACE GIVING PROGRAM, and if your 
employer matches charitable gifts, submit a gift match request.

�  MAKE YOUR YEAR-END GIFT ONLINE at  
www.Nithcares.org or mail to KITH, 12� State Street S, 
KirNland, WA 9�033.

December 3

Plan now to maNe an impact in 2014 for homeless families by  
inviting a friend to hear from accomplished Olympic Gold 0edalist  
Anna Mickelson Cummins. Online registration opens January 1 
at www.Nithcares.org.  To win the rewarding role of Table Captain or 
Luncheon Sponsor of this 2�th Anniversary milestone event, contact 
Christine 5ose ������������ ext. ��� or email christiner#Nithcares.org.

*VMHE]��1EVGL������������8LI�;IWXMR�&IPPIZYI�
KITH’s 5th Annual Fighting Homelessness Luncheon
“Keep the Fight to Win the Race”

Save the

 Date!

Memorial Day, May 26, 2014
15th Annual 7 Hills of Kirkland 
Cycyling to End Homelessness Event
7XEVXW�ERH�½RMWLIW�EX�1EVMRE�4EVO

8LEROW�JSV�QEOMRK�XLI�LSPMHE]W�LETTMIV�JSV�LSQIPIWW�JEQMPMIW�


